What physical hardships had he endured?   What urge to live and
triumph must have sustained him during those eighteen years!
Steinberg's official nationality was Norwegian.
But there was another strange fact; the Norwegian Consul-GeneraJ,
who had immediately been informed of the suicide, was never allowed
to view the body.

When the diplomat arrived with all speed at the hotel in the Place
Vendome, the corpse had already been removed in the goods-lift and
taken away by the police. Moreover, no member of the hotel staff had
seen it. The secretary, who had made the macabre discovery, had sta-
tioned Strinberg's chauffeur and one of his bodyguards on the door
until the police inspectors arrived. The Consul went to the Medico-
Legal Institute; the autopsy was already being performed. When he
returned, the body had already been cremated, in accordance, so it was
said, with the formal desire of the decease? which, however., no docu-
ment was ever produced to prove. TThe Consul merely received a little
urn &>r dispatch to the fortress in the. Baltic.

^The police had received strict orders from the Prime Minister's office
^o maintain silence. The official version was that the financier had
committed suicide during an attack of neurasthenia. The evening
papers, which did their best to provide romantic nourishment for
their readers, lost themselves in conjectures and had to make do with
merely secondary information: "The neighbours in the room under-
neath heard a piano playing until four o'clock in the morning." Or
again: "What was the meaning of the mysterious telephone-call from
Brussels?"

It was, however, impossible to conceal., particularly from the Oppo-
sition press, that the Prime Minister had dined with Strinberg on the
very night of the suicide.

Rousseau was in a state of anxious indignation. Though assured that
Strinberg had burnt all his papers, he was terrified at the thought that
someone had abstracted the documents he had signed the night before
and would use them against him.

"The swine, the swine, he's tricked me," he kept thinking. "My first
impression was right. I knew it. As soon as I saw that man .. .**

Yet Strinberg had not intended to "trick" Rousseau; he had acted in
good faith throughout their negotiations, for the prime reason that tlie
majority of the funds he had promised the French <k>vernment would
return to the War Damage Associations. Thanks to the purchasing co-
operatives which Strinberg had created parallel to the Associations, fee
would be able to arrange huge orders for material from his saw-mils
in Finland, his steel-mills in Sweden and his glass-factories in Czecho-
slovakia, which would absorb stocks now dangerously &ca.m$$<%1mjg m
the warehouses, and start the wheels revolving again m factories tbgufc
faad closed down owing to over-production. Had fee not even TCSaljbed
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